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If your class begins Monday, your exam will be:

Normal Start Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

7 or 7:30 am    8-9:50 am

8 or 8:30 am  8-9:50 am   

9 or 9:30 am 8-9:50 am    

10 or 10:30 am   10-11:50 am  

11 or 11:30 am  noon-1:50 pm   

noon or 12:30 pm   2-3:50 pm  

1 or 1:30 pm 2-3:50 pm    

2 or 2:30 pm  10 -11:50 am   

3 or 3:30 pm  4-5:50 pm   

4 or 4:30 pm    2-3:50 pm 

If your class begins Tuesday, your exam will be:

Normal Start Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

7 or 7:30 am    10-11:50 am

8 or 8:30 am noon-1:50 pm   

9 or 9:30 am 4-5:50 pm    

10 or 10:30 am  10-11:50 am   

11 or 11:30 am  8-9:50 pm  

noon or 12:30 pm  2-3:50 pm  

1 or 1:30 pm  noon-1:50 pm  

2 or 2:30 pm  4-5:50 pm  

3 or 3:30 pm   noon-1:50 pm 

4 or 4:30 pm    4-5:50 pm

Day classes beginning on Monday 
or Tuesday: Final exams will be 
administered according to the grids 
shown below.

Day classes beginning on 
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday: 
Final exams will be arranged by the 
instructor for a time that is agreeable 
to the students in the class.

Evening classes beginning at 5 pm 
or later and all Saturday classes: Final 
exams will be given on the last day of 
class during finals week

FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE

By Matt Rawlings
The Chemeketa men’s basketball 

team had a great deal to overcome.
The team had lost its final two 

home games of the season.
Its starting point guard, Rodney 

Nelson, went down with an ankle 
injury.

Teammate and friend-to-all 
Malcolm Mattox collapsed during 
practice and had to be hospitalized, 
his season over.

The Storm also faced a 21-point 
deficit in its semifinal game against Big 
Bend on the way to the championship.

But in the end, Chemeketa still 
came out on top.

Sophomore post Trevor Phillips 
led the Storm with 21 points in the 
NWAACC championship game, and 
sophomore guard Jordan Batey added 
14 points as Chemeketa defeated the 
Edmonds Tritons, 84-79.

Sophomore guard Calvin Molan 
chipped in 13 points for the Storm in 
the title game. 

“This team is not all about one guy. 
Everyone on our team is able to step 
up, make plays, and help us win,” coach 
David Abderhalden said afterward.

“I have so much love for this group 
of kids. And even though we struggled 
at times, I am so proud of how hard 
we fought and competed, and how 
mentally tough we were.”  

That mental toughness came into 
play in their semifinal game.

After winning its first two games 
of the NWAACC tournament, held this 
past week in Washington, the Storm 
was down by 21 points with seven 
minutes to go against Big Bend.

“It was a struggle for us for 33 
minutes,” Abderhalden said, perhaps 
understating the depth of the hole that 
Chemeketa was in at the time.

But the Storm put on a full-court 
press that stifled Big Bend.

Chemeketa, which forced 21 
turnovers during the course of the 
game, initiated a couple of key stops, 
hit a couple of threes, and went on a 
27- 5 run to end up with a thrilling win.

Batey and sophomore wing Jacob 
Begin had key steals for the Storm, and 
sophomore wing Gavin Kauffman hit 
huge three-pointers down the stretch.

Defense was the key, however.
“The press really messed them 

up,” Kauffman said. “It was crazy … 
probably the funniest game I have ever 
played in.”

Begin hit the three that put the 
Storm on top by one point with 40 
seconds to go, and Big Bend, facing 
a smothering defense, couldn’t get a 
basket in its final possession.

Chemeketa took the victory, 66-65, 
and moved into the final bracket.

But the Storm couldn’t celebrate 
for long because it was set to play 
Edmonds in the championship game 
24 hours later.

The Storm had a slow start to the 
title contest; in fact, it didn’t score in 
the first four minutes of the first half.

But Phillips finally got Chemeketa 
going by scoring 9 of the team’s first 
11 points, and effective defensive play 
gave the Storm a 1-point lead.

Edmonds, however, responded with 
an 8-0 run and was quickly back on top 
by 7 points.

But freshman guard Andrew Saba 

brought the Storm back with a three-
pointer and, moments later, a reverse 
lay-up to cut the lead to 2 points 
midway through the first half.

A runner from Kauffman, a lay-up 
by Phillips, and threes by Batey and 
Molan then put the Storm on top.

Edmonds began to heat up from 
the field, however, and they surged back 
to tie the game as time was running 
down.

But another three by Molan and 
a put-back by Phillips gave the Storm 
a three-point advantage as the teams 
took a halftime break.

Momentum shifted once more as 
Edmonds came roaring out of the box 
with a 14-2 run to start the second half.

But Begin forced an offensive foul 
that changed the momentum of the 
game.

A mid-range jumper by Begin, a 
jump-hook from freshman post Brad 
Prazeau, and threes by Saba and 
sophomore guard Jonny Howard put 
the Storm back into the lead again. 

The game went back and forth for 
several minutes as both teams traded 
buckets and struggled to get defensive 
stops.

Edmonds started to heat up from 
the three-point-line, but the Storm 
kept punching back.

Batey converts a three-point-play, 
and he did so again midway through 
the second half of a backcourt steal.

Then Begin connected on a short 
jumper and came up with a steal and a 
flashy pass to Batey for the lay-in.

The Storm still trailed by one 
with minutes left, but the players had 
another rally left in them.

Begin hit a three-point shot from 
the left corner; it was followed by a mid-
range jumper by Kauffman.

Then a deep bank-in three-pointer 
from Molan as the shot clock was 
winding down put the Storm up by 6 
at the two-minute mark. 

But Edmonds wasn’t about to give 
up. A 7-0 run gave them the lead back 
with one minute to play.

Chemeketa called a timeout to set-
up a play that worked to perfection. 
Howard was able to beat his man off 
the dribble and get the bucket with 40 
seconds remaining. 

The Storm then produced two stops 

in a row, and Batey hit four straight free 
throws down the stretch as Chemeketa 
clinched the title game.

“It was so awesome to win because 
of all the adversity we have overcome 
this season,” Molan said.

“Our goal at the start of the season 
was to win the NWAACC title, and it 
was so great to play for each other and 
achieve that goal together.”

The Storm also had three players 
make the all-tournament team.

Molan was selected to the second 
team, Batey was named to the 
first team, and Phillips was named 
tournament MVP.

Photo by Tyson Kennemer

Chemeketa wins first 
NWAACC title since 1998

Gavin Kauffman flies for a lay-up.
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Bethany Smith
Massage Therapy 2nd term

“I’m probably going to work, oh 
and sleep, I work a lot of night 
shifts.”

David Wolf Jr. 
Psychology 2nd year student

“I am going to look for a place to 
live in Eugene.  I was accepted 
at the University of Oregon.  But 
f irst, I am getting a pizza and 
relax.”

Edith Larazo
Undecided

“Enjoy spring break.  Then I will 
probably get my books for next 
term.  Since I know what I am 
taking next term I’ll probably 
pre-read a chapter.”

Haily Lacy
AAOT student

“I am going on a road tr ip to 
Santa Rosa to visit family.”

Fauzi Naas
Institutional Ef fectiveness 
Coordinator

“Do some yard work and get 
some R & R.”

Chemeketa’s 
Weekly Question
by Brad Bakke

When you have taken your last final 
this term, what are you going to do?

MAN ON THE STREET

Study Night
5-9 p.m. Multicultural 
Center Bldg. 2/177A

Conversation Tables: 
Student Center Bldg. 2.
Arabic 11:30-12:30 p.m.

Japanese 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Spanish 2:30-3:30 p.m.

Campus Ambassadors 
Meeting
 11:30-12:30, Bldg. 2/178

One Body Meeting 
12:30-2 p.m., Bldg. 2/178

 

Study Night
5-9 p.m. Multicultural Center 
Bldg. 2/177A

Conversation Tables: 
Student Center Bldg. 2.
English 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Filipino 1:30-2:30 p.m.

Gay Straight Alliance 
Meeting 
12-1 p.m., Bldg. 2/178

Tribal People United 
Meeting 
2-2:30 p.m., Bldg. 2/178

Students For Sensible 
Drug Policy Meeting 
2:30-3:30 p.m., Bldg. 2/232

CRU Meeting 
11:30-12:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting, Bldg. 2/232

12:30-1:30 p.m. Women’s 
Small Group, Bldg. 2/232

1:30-2:30 p.m. Men’s Small 
Group, Bldg. 9/219

Study Night
5-9 p.m. Multicultural Center 
Bldg. 2/177A

Conversation Tables: 
Student Center Bldg. 2.
ASL 12-1 p.m.

English 1:30-2:30 p.m.

Chinese 2:30-3:30 p.m.

ASL Club Meeting
2:30-4 p.m., Bldg. 2/178

4-6 p.m. Bldg. 2/232

CRU Meeting
11:20-12:30 p.m. Video Series, 
Bldg. 2/232

2:30-4 p.m. Transformed Lives, 
Bldg. 9/ 219 

Pizza & Politics 
1-3 p.m. Multicultural 
Center Bldg. 2/177A

Conversation Tables: 
Student Center Bldg. 2.
Arabic 11:30-12:30 p.m.

Japanese 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Spanish 2:30-3:30 p.m.

Campus Ambassadors 
Meeting 
11:30-12:30 p.m., Bldg. 
2/178

One Body Meeting 
12:30-2 p.m., Bldg. 2/178

Juntos Meeting
1:30-3 p.m., Bldg. 2/232

PTK Meeting 
3-4:30 p.m., Bldg. 2/232

Movie Night
5-9 p.m. in Multicultural 

Center Bldg. 2/177A

Conversation Tables: 
Student Center Bldg. 
2.
Spanish 11:30-12:30 p.m.

Japanese 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Spanish 2:30-3:30 p.m.

One Body Meeting 
11-2 p.m., Bldg. 2/178

Writers Anonymous 
Meeting 
3-4:30 p.m., Bldg. 2/178

Students for Sensible 
Drug Policy 
10:30-12 p.m., Bldg. 
2/232

Campus Ambassadors 
Meeting 
4-5:30 p.m. Bldg. 
2/232

Theater by Storm 
Meeting 
1:30-4 p.m. Bldg. 2/232

CALENDAR

Please submit calendar events to
 chemeketa.courier.production@gmail.com

By MaRco Reyes
Chemeketa left the NWAACC 

championship competition in fourth 
place. 

The Storm began the competition 
with a big win against Columbia 
Basin, 75-48. 

Chemeketa played great defense 
throughout the game, holding 
Columbia Basin to 24 percent 
shooting. The Storm also was hot 
from the field, producing 12 three-

point shots. 
Their second opponent was the 

top team in the North division, the 
Bellevue Bulldogs.

Despite some shooting struggles 
in the second half, the Storm ran away 
with the win, 78-73, and advanced to 
the semi-finals. 

The game against Bellevue was a 
team effort; Chemeketa had six players 
in double-digit scoring. 

Near the end of the second 

game, however, Storm guard and 
sharpshooter Jordan Klebaum went 
down with a knee injury that affected 
the remainder of the tournament for 
Chemeketa.

The Storm’s next opponent was 
the Lane Tigers, and Klebaum decided 
to play regardless of the injury. But 
she went down two minutes into the 
game and did not return for the rest 
of the tournament. 

The Storm struggled in both the 

shooting and rebounding categories 
against Lane, and the end result was 
a decisive 30-point loss, 83-53. 

The third-place game, and 
Chemeketa’s last for the season, was 
against Skagit Valley.

With Klebaum out, the Storm’s 
shooting struggles continued. The 
team managed 25.4 percent for the 
game and was eventually blown out, 
76- 51. 

Storm women fight to fourth place before key injury stops advance
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Turn off 
lights 

when you 
leave a 
room!

Clayton passed away suddenly of a 
massive heart attack during the 50th 
birthday party he had thrown for his 
wife Claudia. She and Lindsey are 
grateful for all the love and support 
they instantly received from those in 
attendance.

Clayton was an architect. He 
graduated from Oklahoma State 
University in 1988 and move to Salem, 
joining long time friend Alan Costic 
at Arbuckle Costic Architects and rose 
through hard work and dedication 
to become senior architect and vice 
president of the firm.

Clayton was born in Oklahoma 
City to Harvey and Sylvia Vorse. 
Tragically, both of his parents died 
before he graduated from college. 
His older brother Donn predeceased 
him as well.

Clayton married Claudia Mann 
in August 1991, and in January, 1997 
they were blessed with the birth of 
their only child, Lindsey Nicole Vorse.

Clayton’s professional work is in 
evidence throughout the Salem area 
and beyond. He could point with 
pride at several projects, especially, 
the Chemeketa Community College 
Center for Business and Industry 
in Salem, the Linus Pauling Middle 
School in Corvallis, Philomath 
High School in Philomath and the 
Willamette Humane Society Center 
in Salem.

He served on the Red Cross board, 
chaired the building committee and 
became board chair. Then he joined 
the Chemeketa Foundation board, 
became its treasurer and last year rose 
to be its president, an office he held at 
the time of his death.

Those who wish to do so may make 
contributions in his memory to the 
Clayton Vorse Memorial Scholarship 
Fund at the Chemeketa Foundation.

Clayton had been a regular 
blood donor to the Red Cross, and 
his contributions recently passed 
the 14-gallon mark. Another way to 
remember him would be to donate 
blood to the Willamette Chapter of the 
American Red Cross. He recently took 
Lindsey to her first donation. “Blood 
couldn’t have saved my father,” she 
said, “but your donated blood could 
save other people’s parents.”

Clayton and Lindsey had a 
special relationship and had recently 
completed her driver’s license 
training.

Clayton loved golf. He and Claudia 
were members of Illahe Hills Country 
Club. 

In addition to Claudia and Lindsey, 
Clayton leaves behind his brother and 
sister-in-law, Dr. Hal (Ces) Vorse of 
Oklahoma City; cousin, Nancy (Larry) 
Wright of Summerfield, Florida; 
nieces Christy (Craig) Delano and 
Shayna (Kevin) Price of Oklahoma 
City; Claudia’s parents, Fred and 
Marion Mann of Salem; Claudia’s 
brother Thomas (Rhonda) Mann and 
their children, Ethan, Kristian and 
Allison; and many friends. 

A Celebration of Life will be held 
at 2 p.m. Saturday, March 16, at the 
Northwest Viticulture Center, 215 
Doaks Ferry Road NW, Salem. Colorful 
attire welcomed. Clayton would have 
preferred festive over somber. Virgil 
T. Golden Funeral Service is handling 
the arrangements.

Clayton Vorse

July 12, 1964 
–

 MaRch 2, 2013

Chemeketa Foundation 
President

Recycle.

CAMPUS

Conser ve Energy. 

Save Resources. 

Be Proactive.

OBITUARY

IS IMAGE EVERYTHING?
IT MAY SEEM THAT WAY.

Explore how media in all forms affect not only how we view the world, but how we 
shape it. Learn the power of media, and how you can use that power to become a 
participant of change. 

B.A. in Media & Film Studies: Accepting applications now for spring and fall terms

www.marylhurst.edu/image

You. Unlimited.

17600 Pacific Highway [Hwy. 43] – 10 miles south of Portland   |   503.699.6268

CommCollege_5.89x6_Media_Film.indd   1 12/20/12   2:05 PM

By tRavis loose
On March 27, Chemeketa’s Board 

of Education voted unanimously in 
favor of a $6 per credit hour tuition 
increase to begin at the start of 
summer term, 2013.

Chemeketa’s administration 
recommended that the board approve 
the increase because of growing 
statewide pressures to achieve 
Oregon’s 40/40/20 goal.

The 40/40/20 goal is a result of 
the 2011 Oregon Legislature’s Senate 
Bill 253.

The bill states that by 2025, 40 
percent of adult Oregonians will 
have earned a bachelor’s degree or 
higher, 40 percent will have earned an 
associate’s degree or post-secondary 
credential, and 20 percent or fewer 
adults will have earned a high school 
diploma or GED.

Patrick Lanning, the college’s 
chief academic officer and president 
of Chemeketa’s Yamhill Vally Campus, 
said, “The Ggvernor’s 40/40/20 goal is 
being seen nationally as the biggest 
aspiration for any state. The only way 
I can really see Oregon achieving that 
goal is to make major investments in 
K-12, colleges, and universities.”

As a result, Chemeketa’s 
administration recognized the need 
to increase and improve the services 
that are offered through the college so 
that graduation rates will meet those 
state goals.

Greg Harris, the college’s dean 
of marketing, said, “In order to 
accomplish [this goal], more resources 
need to be applied to the systems, the 
services, and the technologies that 
help students to accomplish that.

“However, the state doesn’t seem 
to be willing to provide us with the 
funding to provide students with 
those systems, those services, or those 
technologies. So, we have to look for 
alternate revenue sources.

“Unfortunately, the only one we 
have any control over is the fee we 

charge for bettering education.”
Cheryl Roberts, Chemeketa’s 

president, said, “Why we’re doing 
this is really based around student 

success -- helping all the students that 
pay their good money every quarter 
to have the services and the classes 
they need in place to support them. 
... It was about investments.

“We’re looking at over a million 
dollars of investment into our 
students. That’s huge.”

What the investments will be, 
exactly, remains a looming question.

Roberts cited budget laws as the 
reason for the lack of specifics.

“Some of this cannot be revealed 
until April, when we bring it before 
the budget committee, because they 
have to be the first people to read it,” 
Roberts said.  “We haven’t even told 
our board because they’re part of the 
budget committee.”

Lanning provided some 
additional insight as to what students 
can expect.

“The tuition and fee increase 
will support some faculty positions 

where we’ve been spread thin, or areas 
that have seen significant enrollment 
increases. We are also looking at staff 
investments in areas that directly 
support students in classes/labs and 

areas like advising,” he said.
“The investment in technology 

will also provide students, faculty, 
and staff better access to student 
information and allow students to 
get their own information, like degree 
progression, without needing to wait 
in line.”

Chemeketa officials agreed that 
students would be excited about the 
investments that their tuition increase 
would provide, whatever they may 
actually be.

“The Academic and Student 
Services areas have always focused 
on student success. This increase 
won’t cover all the needs, but it will 
make a difference. We are fortunate at 
Chemeketa to have a dedicated faculty 
and staff,” Lanning said.

"Unfortunately, the 
only one we have 
any control over is 
the fee we charge for 
bettering education." - 
Greg Harris

State pressures force Chemeketa’s tuition 
to increase, Chemeketa officials respond

Photo by Brad BakkeStudents in Bldg. 2 lobby converse in the mid-afternoon.
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CAMPUS

By BRad Bakke
It’s 8:45 a.m.  In a dimly lit hallway in Bldg. 8 

outside of Room 121, a half-dozen students are on 
the floor, debating events that happened more than 
2,000 years ago, long before Christ walked the earth.

Class won’t begin for another 45 minutes, but 
the students are excited enough about the topic to 
gather early and share their thoughts and ideas. 

One of them, Timothy Strange, explains that 
the students of Dr. William Smith’s Greek/Aegean 
class often arrive well ahead of the scheduled time.

“This is typical,” he says of the student gathering. 
“We have teachers all the time walking by going, 
‘Why are there 15 students out here? What’s going 
on?’ We’re here just waiting to absorb him; we’re 
just listening for every word he says, just to catch it.”

So the question becomes, are the students 
drawn to the class … or are they drawn to the man 
who teaches it? 

Turns out to be a bit of both.  
”He has personal experiences; he has been to 

most of these places,” Strange says of Smith. “He 
has direct knowledge what he is teaching. You can 
see it, from the Lemon Forest in Greece to Yucatán; 
he breaks it down to where you really understand it.”

Inside Room122, with 35 minutes before the 
class begins, Smith stands at the white board with a 
marker in his hands, the room momentarily devoid 
of students, the board already half-full with notes. 

His well-worn brown leather satchel sits open on 
the table next to the podium, with papers spilling 
out the top. A quick glance provides a sneak-peek 
at some of the artifacts that will help to shape the 
day’s class. Among them: a piece of alabaster from 
the ancient Greek palaces of Crete. 

Smith is dressed in his signature blazer, studying 
his notes.  He is tall and lanky with salt and pepper 
hair.  His face resembles weathered leather, with 
well-earned character lines a prominent feature.  

His students each pick up on a different 
characteristic.

Stephanie Hamel, a pre-nursing student, says, 
“He is Mr. Grandfather of knowledge. I can just 
imagine being his grandchild: ‘Grandpa, can we 
talk about …’ ‘First let me grab some popcorn.’ He 
would be the perfect grandpa.”

Student Aubrey Rodgers says, “He is the cowboy 
archaeologist/anthropologist. … You could tell right 
away, he is so tanned; he spends weeks and weeks 
out in the desert sun. … He has these experience 
lines – a sundried face; the old cowboy face that you 
don’t get from reading books.”

Student Dave Leaton says, “He is different from 
others teachers. What he teaches, he has lived. He 
has lived in most of those places, where most other 
anthropology instructors have not, and he has done 
these things and been there. ”

While the descriptions vary, the students are 
in overwhelming agreement that the instructor’s 
passion drives the man and bring them to his classes 
well ahead of the starting time. 

The students call him Dr. Smith, often with a 
hint of reverence. And they are happy to sing his 
praises.

Leaton says, “Instead of just getting a degree in 
something and deciding that they want to teach it, 
Dr. Smith is different. He has the fire and passion 
to pass on his knowledge. And if you listen to him, 
you will learn things about people, other societies, 
and countries – about their past and the future – 
that you didn’t have any understanding of before.”

Rodgers says, “He kind of seems like almost a 
crazy old man because he is so passionate about his 
subject. Who else spends every summer wandering 
around old ruins?”

Muriel Michael, an anthropology student, says, 
“It’s clear, very clear, that Dr. Smith is passionate 
about his subjects. … He can relate ancient things to 
contemporary events or between cultures. He makes 
you realize that there is a much bigger picture. It 
makes me pause and look at things in more of 
an attempt to understand, rather just making 
assumptions about who people are. 

“He kind of reminds me of Indiana Jones’ father.”

Smith says that his passion was ignited at an 
early age when he was introduced to a variety of 
cultures and different ethnicities.

“Early on I developed an obsession for old things 
and a respect of old things. And I developed a respect 
for ethnicities,” he says. “I grew up in a very multi-
ethnic neighborhood: Mexicans, Greeks, Italians, and 
Japanese – those were my friends. 

“And so I was exposed to different languages, 
different cultures, and different religions right away. 
And that was very instrumental. My parents’ lesson to 
me was to enjoy these differences in diversity – not to 
be threatened by it because they weren’t threatened 
by it.”

Smith’s father played a significant role in the 
future instructor’s early development.

“My dad’s respect for Native American things is 
probably what got me into it – coming eye to eye with 
a mummy who was thousands of years old,” he says.

“As a boy I went to the Los Angeles County 
Museum. I will never forget seeing my first mummy. 
I must have been 5 years old. I was on a school field 
trip … it was a school field trip,” and he adds this last 
line in a whisper, as if he’s returning to his time as 
a boy in California. 

“I was so little. The mummy was in a glass case; 
I was eye level. I remember the rest of the class being 
taken away. I lingered alone with the mummy. 

“I don’t know the identity of the mummy, but it 
was Egyptian. That Started it. And then I was made 
aware that I was part Native American through both 
of my parents, my dad especially.” 

Fishing excursions to México also were a part of 
the mortar that paved the eventual path of Smith’s 
passion. 

“I traveled to Mexico as a boy with my dad and 
uncles on fishing trips,” he says. “That changed me 
considerably.  Part of the time I was on my own – all 
alone.  Part of the time was driving all night, getting 
to these places to fish.  

“I remember that as being very influential on me 
and how nice people were to me, out in the middle 
of nowhere.” Tiny little villages with “little stores 
and other things – I just never forgot that. That 
encouraged me to go back.

“Then later on, I started going back to México 
all the time, to Yucatan. And I started studying 
the Mayan language, the written language, the 
hieroglyphics. Written language is a big part of my 
thing.”

An early introduction into taboo culture also 
quickly became a part of Smith’s passion.

“I grew up on a cock-fighting ranch in eastern 
Oklahoma in the 1950s … spending my summers 
there until I was 13.”  

He often hung around his father’s older brother, 
who was the brains behind the cock-fighting 
operation. And he can talk for hours about his 
experience with the birds. 

 “I fell in love with those chickens; I only have 
good memories of that. It really was a cultural thing,” 
he says. 

 “The preparation of those birds, the athletic 
training, and the nutrition: The people were much 
more careful about the chicken’s nutrition than they 
were about human nutrition. They had a conditioning 
parlor where they exercise: whole rooms, even a whole 
house, just for the chickens. … The chickens looked 
so macho. “

The interesting thing about Smith is that he 
can make the connection from fighting cocks to 
the ancient Greeks in the squeak of a marker on a 
white board. 

“Even in my childhood experiences I see a lot 
of analogies,” he says. “The Greeks were into the 
fighting chickens … and giving gifts of roosters and 
even hens.  And there are other places where chickens 
are important.” 

The cobblestones of Smith’s pathways were laid 
during his days of traveling the globe. 

“I bicycled all over Europe – lived in Greece, 
England – and México’s Yucatán. I traveled 
extensively in those places. I lived in the Southwest, 
where I went to the University of Arizona. I lived in 

Hawaii, in a Filipino village near Pauwela on Maui 
for months,” he says.

“I lived in Europe for three years. I lived on 
Crete. … Living in Europe really affected me.  Mostly 
Greece, but I traveled all over Europe.  But I stayed 
in Greece, on Crete and the islands.  

“The Greeks had a tremendous effect on me in 
terms of academics and a respect for the past. The 
Greeks were totally aware of their own venerability, 
their worthiness. They were aware that everybody 
else in the world, especially the Europeans, was 
aware of that [history]. And it affected them, no 
matter how poor or rich they were.  

“Even a poor fisherman knows that he is a Greek 
and knows about his past, and so he walked with 
pride.”

Smith says that his time in the Yucatán living 
with the Mayans drew parallel lines for him to 
Greece and fed his passion on all levels: the 
archaeologist, the cultural anthropologist, the 
linguistic anthropologist.

“I was learning about Mayan nomenclature 
about bees. At that time I had been a Greek scholar 
and had seen some similar words,” he says.

But he developed Malaria, and that brought 
another revelation. With the malaria came fever, 
weight loss, nausea. Smith says that he’s still slightly 
affected by it today.  

“The Mayans rejected the idea of Malaria. They 
say [it happened] because I was messing with 
the bees. They said, ‘You and that beekeeper did 
not apologize to the bees for the ones you killed 
when you were taking honey.’ We were supposed 
to apologize and go through a whole ritual, and we 
did not do it enough.  

“That is why they also said I got sick, because I 
was a … foreigner. I was white; I was not Mayan.” 

Smith’s command of languages is impressive. He 
has expertise in ancient and modern Greek, Spanish, 
Maya Yuchatek, and Cholan. 

“I probably have a 500-word vocabulary of 
Sanskrit and vocabularies in many endo-European 
languages. And Hawaiian: I probably have a 400-
word vocabulary. I don’t claim to speak it. Spanish 
was my first language. Greek is my favorite.”

Smith always seems to return to his core beliefs 
with enthusiasm.

“My goal in terms of applied archaeology/
anthropology is to reveal the glorious past of every 
culture and to cause respect to come to that, no 
matter how humble the culture,” he says.  

“For instance: Hawaii the Heiau, the old temples 
– they are just piles of lava rock. Some people would 
say that we need to build a hotel here, so let’s just 
bulldoze that. Oh no; that needs to be protected.  

“Every culture deserves to have its history and 
pre-history protected: people, architecture, sacred 
sites, places, all this.”

Despite all of his travels, all of his expertise, his 
focus now remains on Mexico.    

“My emphasis around here is México, revealing 
the glorious past of México, which many people do 
not realize,” he says.

Class is minutes away now, and the students 
begin to file in and take their seats, anxious to 
absorb Smith’s passion and discover the jewels of 
the past that he will reveal to them on this day.

 Smith’s exuberance and passion for the past, 
cultures, and people enthralls his students, which 
in turn continues to draw them back 

Leaton said, “He is driven by love: love of 
mankind, thirst of knowledge, love of what he does. 
He literally loves learning and teaching the cultural 
aspects of anthropology from the beginning to the 
end.”

Strange said, “People retake his class, even 
after passing, paying just to be around him. He is 
so enthusiastic, knowledgeable, passionate, caring, 
direct, and professional. He is quite a person, quite 
a teacher. 

it’s almost as if you have to hold up a sign saying, 
TIME.  He is so passionate, wanting to give you 
your exact minute’s worth. You basically have to 
stop him.”

The old professor takes 
his students on daily 

trips around the world


